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Big-Ol'- Fat- OI' Dean-O Is Thin-O

By JAMES LEE
Biar Bpeqisl Wrilsr

It's » long jump from pro-
gramming for TRM machines
to programming for & metro-
politan radie statkon, bl
WPOCY Dean Griffith made
the leap mucoessiully,

The 2B-year-ald disc jockey
decided about elght years sgo
that the TBM machlines of
the Meiropolitan Life In-
surance Co, were not for him
and began looking nround for
another fleld. He jound Lb in
mdia,

Dean got his atart in New
York, and later moved to
Petersburg, Va, After & year's
stay In the small cemmunity,
Dean cofered the Army. A
civilian agnin, Be spent two
years in Norfolk before com-
ing to C.
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DEAN GRIFFITH

el i [odr-hoir, on-the-glr
ballot held each Bunduy.
Listeners call in their favor-

tes snd the records drawing
the biggest votes go om the
list.

Playing » dusl rvole at
WPGD ns top disc jockey and
station progrem  director,
Dean sees the radio music
buslnezs from two Fides, ns &
broadcaster and ne one who
decides what Is broadcasi,

“Some stations helleve that
everybody lstena to every-
thing they pul on the air"
Dean observes, “but people
want varlety. You've got to
program {or the listener who
is tuned Lo your sialion Jor
only li or 20 minutes at &
time."

Az A dist Jockey, Dean sees
current music golng through
a “softening” cycle,

“A few years mgo we had
hard rock. then calvpia
cime along.” Dean observes
“Rhythm and bives became n

The Pride of the Industry

great Influence and now we

have n folk trend. Hock nnd
rall ns guch I8 gome-—I1's been
arcund = long LU's ‘pop’ now,"”
Known to his regular fbis-
teners as “Blg-OP-Fat-0F-
Dean-0." Dean is actuslly &
feet @ and weigha 175 Hia
obesily s a Joke, whiczh has
bloasomed into & regulsr part
of his dally show. Starting at
JE0 ficticious pounds, Dean
hag besn “knalng” a pound «
day “by sheer will power.”
But repeated announcements
that Denn's mlreculois diet
have falled Lo stave off lie=-
teners begwing for his amaz-
ing secret for losing welght.
Dean, who lives with his
wife and davghter i Alex-
andris, enjoyvs bowling and
his home stereo anit when
ntd brhind the mike or plan-
ning WHPGC's progrnm day,
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