“WPGC-AM-FM, Morningside.”
Its heard at least once an hour all the
way to the notthern reaches of Mary-
land, to West Virginia, to Richmond
Contrary to what many think, this is
not the morning side of things, as op-
posed to the evening side of things.
Morningside 15 the town name that
was used when WPGC-AM radio was
licensed by the Federal Communica-
tions Commission in 1954 The long-
forgotien person who was granted this
license broadcast [rom a garage on a
hill off Suitland Road. He neaded a city
for the application and Mormingside
was the closest

WPGC licensed its FM station in
1959, and by that time the transmitter
had been moved to District Heights.
The station now broadcasts {rom
Greenbell, but every hour on the hour
thousands of people in a 100-mile
radius hear the announcers proudly
say “WPGC, Momingside,” acconding
10 WPGC engineer Joe Nunemaker.

Millions of other people have
heard of Nicky Goode, the two-year-
old who 15 suffering from a liver dys-
function and who was recently taken
to 4 hospital in Pittsburgh lof a trans-
plant Nicky lives in Momingside with
his father and mother, Michasl and
Ginger Goode, and her parents, the
Harry Chamberlaing, who moved into
Momingside in 1955 The entirs coun-
try has extended ité collective hearts
1o this little boy from Morningside

And so, Prince Georges Maga-
zine thought it would be interesting to
explore this town with less than 2,000
population, that lies cradied within the
reaches of the Beltway Suitland Park-
way and Suitland Road and has the
distinction of being a town no one
drives into unless they e planning to
drive thera

“The homes in Momingside were
bualt on a 100-200 acre farm by Morgan
Wayson and his brother-in-law Han-
dolphi Hopkins as early as 1938 and
1939, says Bill Brown, who works for
the Wayson family Wayson says it was
named Morningside beeause it was
east ol the Capitol [on the morning
gide of Washington] and because of
the early hour— 5 a.m. —that he had
1o get up to get out to work on the
homes. At leagt, that is how he thinks
Morningside was named. County his-
torians, librarians, newspaper files and
original residents can come up with no
other explanation and ealy maps of
the area don't show a larm or an estate
by that name. Wayson has long lorgot-
ten the name of the farm property they
bowught, but Harry Chamberlain says
the farmhouse is still standing

In any event, Brown says, the
bullders left Mormingside for a while
and then started again in 1943, The
houses were built to sell to people
stationed at Andrews during the war.

“The houses ware two-story
Cape Cods,” remembers Wayson.
"Some of them had basements and
they had an upstaire which was un-
findghed "

The pricd for these homes was
£2.730 in 192, By 1949, when Jerry
Olaubitz moved to Morningside be-
cause his southeast Washington one-
hedioom apartment was too small, the
price was up to $6,930, with no down
payment 1o vetetans. As Glaubitz said
years ago in a Washington Post inter-
vigw, “There aren't any mansions outl
hete, but to Gi's who could just barely
meet the no-down-payment require-
ment when they got out of the service,
it looked like heaven.”" Many of the
homes wete FHA -financed with mort-
gage payments running between $30
and §50 a month

By Jualy Colbart

Since Glaubitz moved in 33 years
ago, he has been a member of the
Morningside Volunteer Police De-
partment, chief of the Volunteer Fire
Department, & radio announcer at
WPGC who decided getting up before
6 a.m. to give the county fire report
was a little early and now mayor of the
Towrn of Momingside—a position he's
held since 1960

Many of the eatly residents
worked at the Naval Research Labara-
tary and at the Hydrographic Cifice in
Suitland. Morningside and District
Heights, with homes also built by
Hopkins and Wayson but at a slightly
higher price, were the only subdivi-
glons arcund.

The community of about 500
homas and about 1,300 people (down
from 2,100 a few years ago because of
gmaller families and older men dying
and leaving widows, savs Glaubitz) is
described by County Council member
Bill Amonett as “a community of mod-
erately priced homes with a great deal
of community spirit. It was bullt long
before Prince Geomge’s had rules and
regulations, building codes and strest
codes. Through the block grant pro-
gram, wa've put about $3,000,000
maybe more, into improving the
streets, and installing sidewalks, just
as we have in Carmody Hills. Its up-
grading the community and they've
done a first-class job because the work
that's been done has spurred the pride
ol ownership and upgraded property
values

"They used to have terrible flood-
ing prablems, from Henson Creek and
drainage off Suitland Road Glaubitz
has really done a fine job and helped
get storm water management in there
g0 the houses and basements dont
flood. Anyone driving through there
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