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A Day In The Life—

The

Morning Team

Th:- ¢liches abound: golden rays of
carly morning sun cascade through
the stately pines, exhousti-belching cars
trundle over the potholes of the Capilal
Beliway, o few early birds scramble for
their wormes, And high up on the eighth
floor of a concrete and glass office
complex, located in Morningside,
Maryland, the WPGC morming team gets
ready o hit the airsaves,

Mothing unusual here. Adrass the
country, in large markeis and. small,
wherever radio signals penectrate, *'drive
fime"" jocks are gearing up Mor one more
aclveniure. They hover over cups of thick
coffee, highlight wire copy, clip
newspapers, and discard sincks of miskl-
order jokes. Within the hour America’s
alarm  elocks will jolil commuters,
housewives, school ¢hildren, and over-
night security guards from thelr sleep.
I'he radios click on, and oot ¢omes [he

by Reed Bunzel

familiar patter and chater, news and
views, sporis and reports that gef radio’s
prime time lsteners off to o comforable
stari

Another day has begin.

It i sin o'clock sirzight wp. Michael
Jackson stops whining about a kid thai
isn't his, and Dave Foxx—morning jock
and technician exiracdinaire—ejects the
cart from the plaver and pops in another.
He cues MNews Director Jay Robert Howe,
partially visible through the sngled glass
window, (o begin the news, Then, as lasi
nkght's evenis are announced to bleary-
cared, news-hungry lsteners, Joe
Theismann takes his first call of the day.

That's nght—}oe Theismann® Winnmng
superbow] XVII Washingron Redskins®
quarierback, hearithrob 1o all the Indies,

pal te DC area armchair-bookies, Joc is
more than a loothall jock, He 15 a radio
jock. And a good one, at that.

Joe blinks at the phone and holds i
away from his ear. Another anxious fan
is on the other end, bubbling about the
Superbowl and wondering where she can
gel tiekets to the new Washington
Federals' games, As politely as possible
ai six in the morming, he suggesis the
tigket office. Mot nt all disappointed —
alter all, where else can listeners reg ularly
mlk w 8 supersinr guarerback—she
thanks him and hangs up. Joe punches
the next bution down the line. **Good
morming—WPGC.""

In the news booth Jay Raobert shulfles
his mewspaper clips and wire copy! the
Pope is in Central America, . . another
Russian spy hat been caught..
unemployment holds stendy ai 10.4
percent . . . parachute packers make 58.76

The triple threat of the WPGC morning team: () to ri Dave Foxx, Jay Robert Howe, and Joe Thelsmann.




an hour. . .the Caps beat the Rangers last
night. . .running back John Riggins has
just signed a fantastic contract with the
Redskins. ...

“‘Maybe now he'll hire me as his
driver," Theismann quips as he thumps
the console panel with his palms.

A local spot is Tollowed by some more
news, then Foxx takes the board back. A

button is punched and DC-area listeners |

are greeted with the Beach Boys" plea for
Rhonda's help. Right on schedule,

“That's the magic of this entire show,"
Jay Robert explains. “The whole thing
comes off like clockwork. Dave runs the
tightest board [ know, and ours has a
marvelous sound. He also taught Joe the
business, "

All right. Just what does Joe know
about the business? What does any
quarterback who hurls an oblong, pigskin
ball over a pack of bloodthirsty tacklers
know about coming oul of a stop-set, or
stepping on somebody"s time?

“In the beginning | stepped all over
everything," Theismann admis. ‘1
stepped on commercials, [ stepped all
over Dave, and almost crushed him a
couple times, | knew absolutely nothing
about the radio industry when I first got
involved as a disc jockey.™

Dave Foxx grins as he remembers: ““In

the beginning Joe was absolutely horren-

dous. But he caught on very quickly, and
by the end of his first week was so good
we decided to keep him around for a little
while.™
Theismann is very grateful for the trade
tricks Foxx taught him. *“The three most
important things I learned from Dave

were to talk into the microphone, to |

realize | am not going to get an immediate
response cvery time 1 say something, and
to think things out before I speak. [ have
a tendency to be too wordy, and | had to
learn to condense all my thoughts into
very short verses so they would fit in

between the records and the spots and the

other things we do."

Program Director Jerry Steele came to
work at WPGC after Joe had polished up
his radic act, and was thoroughly
impressed by what he heard. “‘Joe
Theismann is a superstar, and he loves
being on radio. You always think of foot-
ball stars being inarticulate or
uneducated. 1 was very surprised when |
first heard Joe on the radio. We see and
hear football players on TV, and they
don't hold a candle to Joe. He can talk

about things besides football, He talks
about his wife and kids, and listeners can
relate to this, He just loves 1o be on the
radio. "

Obviously Theismann is an impartant
player in the siation’s ratings race, but he
is not singled out as the show's superstar.
In fact, his frenctic schedule forces him
1o miss 3 couple days each week.

“Seven o’clock is
all-important. This
hour is the hour.
We’ve programmed
every single
possibility, so that
at every break we
know exactly what
we are doing.”
—Jay Robert Howe

“Of course, we do play up his contri-
bution to the team effort,'* Stecle says.
“Everyone knows who he is, and he sure
isn't going to hurt us. But above all clse,
we gre the moming team. The whole
station is a veam, and if everything works
together we know it. Radio is like a foot-
ball game—just look at the Washington
Redskins. They had no real ‘superstars.’
They had 24, maybe 26 free agents on that
football team. A year and a hall ago
everybody laughed af them. Bul now—
it"s all a team effort. They built that team,
and that team won."

Coming up close to the top of the hour:
T:00. The crucial hour in radio, Dave is
framtically splicing a tape as Men At
Woark boast about the land down under.
Joe takes another call, while Jay Robert
checks the local papers, wire copy, and
television for additional news stories. He
glances fondly at his TV set. **How can
I begin my day without Jane Paubey
talking to me in thai soothing tone of
hers?* he laughs.

Joe finishes his latest telephone conver-
sation and climbs out of his cramped seat
that resembles the crowded cockpit of a
turbo-charged Italian racecar. Foxx
outros the music, cues the news booth

once again, and the latest update begins.
More about the Bussian spy . . . 50me con-
fusion about possible EPA mismanage-
miend . , . the recession may be almost over.
Jay Robert takes a breath. *‘Mow let's go
to CHenn Beck, with Road Waich,™ he
ANMOUNCES.

A oot of a horn, and Beck comes on
with his first traffic report. He is the new
kid in town,-fresh in from Utah, and
is responsible for compiling the all-
important report of traffic conditions in
the Washington metro area, ""We have a
tie-up on the Cabin John Bridge, an
accident on the inner loop of the Beliway
just past 270, and traffic lights are out on
Mew York Avenue—things are pretty
much normal—""

“Hey Glenn,” Theismann calls over his
mike. *“You still out there on that lintle
bicycle of yours, pedaling all over town,
causing all those delays?™

Glenn smiles, undaunted. “Joe, a5 a
policeman once told me, “You have the
right to remain silent.” Exercise it, will
FE?II-

The reproached quarterback cracks up,
thumips his palms against the arms of his
chair, and Foxx hits the cart machines,
OFff into anather musical cut.

“Seven o'clock is alkimportant,' Jay
Robert observes as Joe stops laughing.
“*This hour i rhe hour. We've pro-
grammed every single possibility, so that
at every break we know exactly what we
are doing. The great thing about the
arrangement we have now is that Dave is
super-lechnician. He handles everyihing.
You'll notice he is right on time. At 7:15,
il our listeners are al a cérlain place, or
are doing something they habitually do
at that time, the show is an audio post for
them. They can tell by where we are
whether they are on time, or a litile
behind, or even & little ahead.™

Omne continuing feature every morning
is the Topic of the Day. Each moring a
different subject is selected, and listeners
are invited to call in and contribute their
views. Topics range from favorite TY
programs to current movies 10 civic
istust—whatever comes to mind, This
morning Joe is taking calls on the issue
of parenfing.

“The four lines are always ringing off
the hook," Foxx explains, **This maorming
we're showcasing Joe—Superbowl
quarterback—ag & parent. Where ¢lse
would you ever hear Joe's philosophy
about being a good parent?”




“There is a real similarity between this
morning team and the Redskins. There is
a reliance on one another to make the

whole thing work.”

—Joe Theismann

Theismann, his ear gloed to the phome,
signals Foxx that this call might be a good
one to record and play back later in the
program. He chatters sway with a mother
who doesn't believe ln spanking, abnd
shares a little of his own philosophy.

Foux looks over and cuss Joe 10 gel
ready for a live 1.D. Theismann cordially
wighes the caller a good moming, adjusis
hitmsed! in his tight seat, and lifts the
microphone to his mouth. **Good mom-
tmg. This is Joe Theismann, with Dave
Foxx and Jay Robert Howe, on WPGC.™
He raises his evebrows, shrugs, and aets
the mike down. Simple enough

“There is 0 real similarity between this
morning team and the Redskind,™ he
observes once 1he music is playing again
““Yvith any feam Lhat works (ogether there
is a reliance on one another 1o make the
whaole thing work. A pood deal ol
preparation goes into it for exch member
of the team. There's a confidence that the
other person can play off of . These things
arc present in @ good football team, as
well as in o dise jockey team.™

Ax g program direcior, Jerry Sicele b
quite pleased with the entire contents of
the morning show. AL & lod of stations
around the country—1large and small—
all program  declsions come from the

L

programmng department, Here the uys
do it all themaelves, Whal makes a good
miorning show is that people want (0 be
entertained and want & companion. The
station alse has 1o be fun (o listen to
Radio 15 so diversified, so fragmented,
that vou con fure aovwhere i il
market—or any other—and find three o
four stations plaving the same kind of
music, What we have 1o do is appeal 1o
whai people want. By having the right
mix in thie morning, ihe right people., the
right features, we can do that.™

liuy Robert agrees thai this is the key
i thie show's specess. "'In & lot of locge
markets iHe announcers innounce, and
the production people do all the techmical
work, This team does @ all. Dave |4 &
master of technical expertise—he does the
splicing. plays the carta. that sort of thing
jipe oy his annoancing bkt and takes his
phone calls. My responsibiliry is putting
thee news together, with the help of Glern
and Ann Donnelly."

vy all pomes down to planning,"" Foxx
ndils @4 he seleciz an oldie from the can
rack, *“Joe has no technical expertise, and
I know nothing sboul the news, and Jay
Roben diesn®t play pro foothall, S0 we
all have something lmportant 1o contri-
bute. Everythmg v planmed out ahend of
tipe, This doesn't mean s doa't- ad

lib—of course we do. Sometimes i might
werew up the polish, but it can also add
magic.""

According 10 the Remized program log,
I is time: for Day Off With Pay, & daily
promotion festure targeted 1o the large
working segment ol the audience. Each
doy a different listener is selected to
recelve & dav off with full pay, In
cooperation with ihe listener's employer
Joe picks up the phone, dials the mumber,
and waiis for an anywer

“hood morning, | Thelsmann chirp
brightlv. **ls this Beverly Myers in
Annandale? This is Joe Thesmann
calling,"'

Yeah, night.

“i'm ealling from WPGC,"" he
continwes. "'l have a leiter here Trom your
daughter that 1'd like to read to you,™

“Owver the air?" the woman Biks
suspiciously

Joe laughs, resds selected seniences
from the dapghter’s epistle. and then
prforms the waman she can tike the day
of T, with full pay.

There is a shorl pause, Tollowed by o
squesl of delight. *Thut*s wonderful!
Jusi fabulova! Thank yow, Joe, . .and
thank you, WPGC.""

'f lowe this siufl,”” Jo¢ gnns as he
hangs up the phone. **] just really enjoy
it. 1 love being a disc jockey. | love 1he
misic, and—a lot of peopbe won'i believe
thds—it relaxes me. [t sets the tone for the
entire day, 11 gives me the oppariunity (o
talk to people and fet them know that Joe
Theivmann ia pol just & Teotball plaver,
bt ghat he is g individual, he does have
ogrmicns That he's ol afmu (0 express,
and ihat be pemuinely canes aboul poople
Having the opportunity to talk on the
radio for the better part of 3 moming i
3 wonderful feefing.”™




Theismann’s regular appearance on the
alrwaves docs not maks WPGC the
*fothall station,"" bot athletics do tengl
1o creep into the show every mow dnd
then. Joe delivers the sports scores from
the might before, and affers his pervonal
commenis aboul upcoming games

“Drurmg the football season, of course,
Joe can't be here."" Howe noves, **Bul he
returtied right alver the Superbow], and
he wias here dutlng the strike, We were
really lucky then, because Joe would give
by (hrsi-hand reporis from New York
telling us whai was going on."

Shartly hefore the Superbowl, a radio
stathan o Miami learned that Thelsmann
was part of the morning team ai WHGC,
and contacied the morning team by
phone. A frendly hitle wager was mnde
on the antcome of the game. **] won'|
identily the station,"" Howe lzanghs, " bt
they called up and made a deal wiih us
They promised that if the Redsking won
the Superbowl, they would wng the
Redskins Mght song over the air in Miami
And like the good spons we are, we
agreed 10 sing that silly Dolphins song i
by chapce they lucked our amd were
victOTious.

S0 what happened when the time came
to pay upT “"As it happened, the stiathon
welched on s bet."* ‘Howe continues.
“They wouldn't sing. A lot of
Washingtan listeners god ticked ofT and
wrode letlers (0 the station, o Florida
Coangredamion, (o the Miami Chamber af
Commeror, A lew even called WPGC and
sang "Hail To The Redsking' themselves
The Miami siation staried geiting
envelopes Tull of grape pelly (Welch's),
and Tinally the presaure gof (o them. They
gave in, and sang a song that goes like
this: *Hail 1o the Redskins, hail to the
Redsking, they wom the "HBowl, Riggins is

““A radio show is a lot like a suit of
clothes. Lots of suits come right off the
rack and don’t wear well. Our show is
like a finely-tailored suit.”

—Jay Robert Howe

great, yeah, veah, veali—are you happy
mow |

Dave Foxx cucs up the next cart and
a commercial spot, while Thessmann
starts it on This Day In History— a daily
Teature recapping Inporant events from
yeard past. Today is the day the
Confederate ""Suurs and Bars'" were
adopted in 1861, the same day Abraham
Lincoln way inaugirated as president.
The first iramscontinental marathon
begun this day back i 1928, and it is also
Knuie Rockne's hinhday. Thelamann eats
this up—Dbe eats up anything thai has to
do with football, especially Notre Dame
football. A few celebriy birthdiys come
next, followed by a spol for a locd] jeans
autlet, and then the music beging again

“When I was a kid, | used (o have this
radio fgniasy,”" Thelsmanm recalls, 'l
wisild have loved to have been a dise
jockey. [ grew up outsde Mew York, and
wie ol Cougin Brocie and all those things
when we were down on the Tersey shone
I just feally giew up ot 8 thine whes fadio
wis one of my best friends. 11"s funny—as
a proflessionil athlete, music is one of my
grent reliefs. Conversely, 2 loi of
musicians 1 know—like the Jacksons,
who: always used o bring a basketball
along when they traveled—{ind that

athletics 15 a greal reliel, The [wo
businesses really do go logether,"”

Coming up now of 900, Moming
dnve 15 almost over, maffk oul on the
beltway i thinning out, car radios are
turmed off and office radios click on
Thetsmann takes one Iast ielephone call,
then climbs out of his catbird seat and is
gone. Beck is back with his last "*Road
Watch' vepornt and then goes oul for the
morning's supply of Egg Mebuffing and
hash browns. Jay Robert recaps the mor-
ning news gne lnsi time, and the show
winds down for another day.

AT said before, everything rins rghe
i schedube durmg the morming,”" Howe
conchades, It is important to know js
where you showld be ni & cortain time. A
radio show is o Jot like & st of clothes
Loty of subis come sight off the rack and
don't wear well. Our show i like & NMinely-
tmilored swik. 1 s imlored o the
indlivichual. We've pretty much maillored b
by the vime we come n in the morning
Listeners listen by the clock, and do
things by habat

] gueis Willlam James wid it bei: ]
live by habnt and for excitement.” | guess
that's whiit we've all about. ™

Reed Buneel & oditor of RidioAciive




