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How WPGC toppled WMAL as kingpin of area radio

By Dennis John Lewis
Spor el w0 Ther b b o St
fuel for the relicgs wer was
vered this weekiend as Arbitron's
spring data arvived af Washingtos
radio stations, Figores from the
“pew book” surprised radio insiders
BREW A5 A IIIII?IIH Top 407/rock
WPGC-AM (15D} and {¥E5)
posted i1 first victory in listener
share, average quarter-hour listener-
ship and cumeletive listenership.

HEE t:hr data ;ﬂ;ﬁm ‘5:‘.1“:
e res which recently du
e "i'FEE a5 the area’s most
Hstenad-io redio station a8 the
rocker grabbhed an 1@ in lidtener
shares ﬂ_:lm.])l.l’td b WALAL's drop
!.J.I:fntl'lumh'. the (igures repre
senvbed (e first time dn L5 years that
middleofahe-road WMAL-AM [23D)
Bas el deprived of he 1op spot.

The new Survey data showed:

® lo cumoletive metro ares fsten-
ing, WPGLs spring showing jamped
o EX3000 from o Jannsry of
575600, while WMAL'S sudiencedip-
P 1o 578500 Trom 559,500,

& WPGDs base was 5

wduli listeners. Am listeners
over the age of M, sacceeded
in imer ng it comaiative audi
ence by one-third, and doubling is
aversge quarier-haur ssdience, pull-
iEg T2, 500 o e it winier fig-
ure of 11,508 WMAL figures hit 37.-
500 froe 38 800,

® [n among S5 year
alids, pedted higher Limener
shanes in midday snd & Listen-
ing : WAL kept a small sdige
im altermocn drive and Beld fs best
sadience in merning drive (Harden
and Wesver) a5 W faimed Hsten-
&3 in both timesiets.

* WPGCs wmally sirong teen
hase ercded fram 153 o .1 :Iq?\»:
the Esct thsy ARC Radio's newly-de-
signed teenappenl station, WRQX-
(QI07), proved & dud in the Arbi.
tren survey sctvally droppibg its
ween share [rom i3 winler showing
us a0 &lbum rock oatlet {104 i),

A WMAL, the grombling over the
{irst {ogs was chielly directsd toward
Arbitran surveys. “Arbitron had the
smallest return of rating diaries i
fecent for this survey — 1548
des ussble-cut of 4P sent out”
suld Marshall Smith, the ABC-owned-
snd-pparated sision s residen) ste-
tsticing, aolipg Arbitron's recovery
rate dropped to 57 perceni com pared
4o 71 percent for spring LITE.

Smith alan expleing this was the
mrvey firm's firss expanded Sl i
frame spricg book (which weuld
tend o help stetions with larger
youth and minority-oriented for

mats); the g;n ook b5 always &
letdown st Iun?.. and 1his sprig
represenid & Hime WMAL star
consalidating its listenership in the
25154 on LW some adder Lis-
iemers swiiching to besutifol music
platiens.

Whatever the explanstions.
several indusiry observers forsaw
changesin the dynambes of the radio
market a3 a redalt of WPGC's the
umph, “It will keve heve a iremen-
dous impaci on businESSmEn here o5
indusiry peeple look to the Morning.
shde, Md. station 1o lead the way in
lerms of rate card structure. Every
sdditional 1,000 listeners meeps
sdded dollars charged 1o adveriis
#rs"

WHMAL™S podiure was edjudged
wealenied by several radip ipsiders
yesterday who forecasl @ reetlgn-
ment of progréamming somelime
S0



