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Geenting & recoro on the air & ther jobr of fecord Ak sh i Verman letr, wh is the fob of 2 station
A . RO Tiamas, Dhecisling dheierir ke job of & st i rpc ol i, ech s
Thar Wiabsigptonn ol Posovms:Tune LE, 1952



Deciding What Goes InYour Ears

Someone has to choose what music you hear every day and if there
were only 40 or 50 records around at one time, it would be easy

i & almost noon ot WPGE, a Wiashing-

mm:ﬂpﬂfﬂnhwwm

Moore, known o ~Magamiing, My -
or” on hes datly morning radio showw, has beck-
arsed the sleght, m
jacket and sen glasses into his office. The visitor is
& rpcord promaoter named Bruce Sperling. And he
mun;mmhmﬁuﬂnnﬂuw.
AT O PO, T & AeleCTicn by the 5
rmmw--m&mhmmw .pr"
Maofe's andwer can determine the fate of a

b o s producers and backers. It can also

mean an easber diry Wmonrow lof Bruce

PG s aranad Dt Wk 76 Sy Goadpa’
1 Wand T

o s play Het. Aned, finaliy, Munﬂ-'s:ﬂm

determine whether you ever hear 3 group

th o yenar Pidi,

Moore takes thie 45 and puts i on his lurmtable.

“What have you got on thas he aiks, “What
kirsd of resction i

"Gm:l."ﬂ;iipﬂﬂn;.mmmmum
rruerel wil ol mrlh‘uulm Moane.

“wWell, it's kind of growing on me., . ."

“WiINK (a2 Rockville Top 40 ststion) has
starimd i, for what that's worth. Some
kkds camee bn and asked Tor [@when | was 5t a mec-
ond sbore yesbenday. "

“1 don't know . . .~ Moore says, ~ think we'l
just watch it.”

1 id an answer Moore will use several mone
timees before the day s over. Itll'l‘lund.nrﬂ
WIPCL's munic dinsctor spends three o four
hewirs Evely receiving recond prosmt-
ﬂ-MHﬁIMﬁHﬂW&:M
e prushved and add two or three o his.
::In-lﬁ. Iq:nmmmnh'gmt.umﬂ

ul of Washington Top 40 stations—as
opposed 1o classkcal, and wesslern or
rhythm & blues—WWPGC i+ an 1 figure in
thee ecyuation that s the recond snd radvs budiness
im Washington. Airplay on a Top 40 station (like
WG of WEAM of & prominent rteythm & blues
staticn [like WOL of YWD can translate locally
info stiong recond sales, Furbher, W 2 station
bresks a record—that is, makes & record a hit be-
foee amy other slation in the countnp—it can start a
doming reaction of natiomside play and sales. A
bt od care whal 3 stafion’s masic director
thinks when he Estens to s recoad,

"Harw,” Sperling ways, leavi ﬂuﬂuphﬂdﬂ
Hiﬂehrm“\!ﬂt,"gn::gtmmpﬂlh
the Codiather theme by Al Martino. The dealers

Rudy Muxa is @ staff reporter with Polomac,
Fhe Winhsngion PouPofcenac/fune |, HOT

By Budy Moxo

are golng 1o push it 50 | really need WPGC on this
m#

"Ii“sm mhwrﬁnﬁm.mﬂﬁumm
mhl:'mr.dhpdﬂ bt until people star
L . .

Have you seen the mosdel™ asks Speding. “IH
be SO PR BOO, ™

"I thoughd it veas the Andy Willlams wersbon (om
arival label} that people were playing =

“Yieah, bul Capitol is really pushing the Marting
Blbum in the stores . . .7

% i & marridge held mecessity, this
relatitnship between m amd recoard
ataeed, The redord stores need the adio stations,
T wiithonat thern there would be o onee tor creale
& demand lor & niew recand LA rectnd store ranely
oribifs & popilsr reoord wendess B oreceives air
Plays 1 The radio sticns. nsed the recond  Hons
& indicators of what rrm“m
warll @, therelore, of . Mo one has
et deevised a lormula that can el radio stations
hari Bonig they' must play a record before sales can
b uted b messure i3 ity. Mor are thene
whethetr a record is l.n-bl'ibl‘ulhrurl.
flop. Both depened to a linge extent on promotion
ruen 10 ke therm current,

“Labels are playing the odds. They
release 20 records in a month and hope
one makes it and write the rest off.”

I there were ondy 40 o S0 reconds on the mar-
et & any oo lime there would be no need for
promotion men b0 vl muskc ditecton. Bul as
Bob Berson, music director for one of Washing-
fon's most popular radio stations (scconding o
marketl surveys), WRAL -AM, puts i “There's
been & remendous cutpouring of produd in the
kst four or frwe years and the quality B just terr-
ble, Labels are just playing the odds—if they re-
lease 20 recoeds in s month they hope one makes
it and they write the rest off, Thene's a kot of write-
aflin the record industry.*

The result of this plethora of product B that
wiry few records receltve & .
R e o e
pronen ghit in the musbc business, par-
hapes A bormer Beatle, or the Sones or
Marvin Gaye or David Cassidy. The rest must do
baiile with each sther to gain a toehold in o par-
thpullar rusret, o catch the sar of & radio station's.
miusic directod, v order to svold the insant ob-

oty tht id ihe destiny of fmdost records released
im Arrprica.

ernon Thomas arrives af khis Mortheas
office around 10 in e
1o fece a stack of records and

publicity kits from seversl of the recond labels he
represents in the , Baltimore anad
Richmond area. He is by the largest

oy the

s, The smalber lebels, some W0 of them,
tusrn b the Schwarts Brothers—Hm, Sty snd Bu,
Thesir wight men aorount for oyl oae-
third ol such men who make kool weekby roands
o ek 10 music dreciors e Hare Mooas and
Bods Bendon.
ﬂmmhwmhmpﬂﬂh
betls, Bell and Motoran; the Latier i 1o the dvythen
& blues market what IBM & 1o the computer fn-
dustry. And Washington, with its significan
young, lack
REB reconds. While Top 40 reconds mrsly break in
CnC., R&B labels ook o Washington &s & lertile
Idmiﬂlﬂﬁr‘mﬂ-

Thomas files the new releases on his
ik, bodies half of them nthe comer and beads
diowrmtains o the man's stock room. Grab-
bing & handful of several different 455 and al-
bums, Thomas boads wp for his 5 otE 1hat
will Bnclude three RLE staticns e malololle-
e -the-roads, all in . e s starting o
get acited, & state he befievei & good promo man
must be In 0 comemianicale enthusiasm lor his
pmdul:t.

"1 was ther type of kid, like, when | bought a

W Pecaad, had to come cver o the
hroisse to heear f1," o] Theoasas sirys. “Mow
I kit o - Yosld ey hurve alien bl @ cou-
phe ol yoar ago



Rascords, from page 9
conditiening. His desk is
piled high veith pecornds and
publicity, He puts “Ruby
Lew' pm his furntable and
back o

Thomas

with the first note.
“Gavin Report (4 weekly

wrap-up of record happen-

ings) hae it written up un-

ﬁﬂh"ﬂf‘ﬂm.

listen.
dancing

hrans

“| don't know if peo-
ple think this is a
record launching
pad, but I've got to
slow down because
the steres are
mﬂ."

"mEcE miusic,” concedes

50 much for “Ruby Les™
for that week, Bui
Is off and n,
thels timne with the new Sw
premes’ albwm
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Mo daubl, man, icouldn't
afford 1o put you on a
wrong track,” says Good-
man, He gives Moore a
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showld play a mew Tom
powrsees singhe. *'MNow, Harw, I
ke yomud reaction to Tom
Piwrtes, ™ s Cacslhi, & prioena
marn for several labels be-

ﬁ"hﬂ this is & betted
Towrmh o, Yo

ing o howiwives
w-;ﬂwu'm

et o kose any Hs-
mgﬂ:lﬁynuﬂpm&il
Tom |jomes and  you'll
pleaze thowe little subur-

doore and others in his
business may not know
what makes a record a hit,
bt theey do e 2 idea of
when a record is desend

nfirlﬂlfh“’lll’?u'l.
About  wo-thinds the
decidon to play a recornd ks
based on k thai
the selection is el
i othesr markets scross the
naticn, based on  trede

gt The
siom rpsts n the sar of the
masslc direcior. Sometinmes
the music direcior's sar will
overwheim  the moue
objective  approach ol

“You won't lose any
listeners if you slip
this Tom Jones in and
you'll please those
litthe suburban
housewives."

looking ot reponts  Trom
happens, the musl -r.lm.t

c direc-
bt walll lay his repatation
and a tew valuable minutes
of hig staion’s sir time on
thees liree. Soameetimes it panys
off and he hat the satisfue-
thon of knowing be “onea-
™ @ hiv, “Day By Day,” 2
selection from the musical
* " Bcame & nas



